A period of little more than two years has elapsed since we felt ourselves called upon to enter at some length into an examination of the merits of phrenology, and of its claims to the respectful and attentive consideration of the members of the medical profession. In this examination we first took a cursory view of the actual estimate in which the subject seemed to be held throughout a considerable portion of the civilized world ; we next discussed the character of its leading principles and some of the more interesting details, always attempting to keep in view the true value of the evidence upon which these rested ; and in conclusion we expressed our conviction that, as a matter susceptible of practical application, it would be found, so far as proved to be true, of considerable importance and utility, not only in medicine, but also in many other things bearing upon the welfare of humanity. In this our 
A period of little more than two years has elapsed since we felt ourselves called upon to enter at some length into an examination of the merits of phrenology, and of its claims to the respectful and attentive consideration of the members of the medical profession. In this examination we first took a cursory view of the actual estimate in which the subject seemed to be held throughout a considerable portion of the civilized world ; we next discussed the character of its leading principles and some of the more interesting details, always attempting to keep in view the true value of the evidence upon which these rested ; and in conclusion we expressed our conviction that, as a matter susceptible of practical application, it would be found, so far as proved to be true, of considerable importance and utility, not only in medicine, but also in many other things bearing upon the welfare of humanity. In this our advocacy, so to speak, of the real deserts of phrenology we would have it distinctly understood that our assent and our convictions extended only to that aggregate of natural facts which, in our belief, had been ascertained from correct and unbiassed observation, and only to those principles which constituted the expression of the general truths elicited by those facts. There are few sciences which have not suffered disfigurement and whose progress has not been seriously retarded by inaccurate observation and hasty generalization ; and it was a priori to have been expected that phrenology, however true in its foundation, should, in the erection of the superstructure, be subjected to the same hinderances and causes of misapprehension, to the same admixture of inaccuracy and imperfection in the detail, and to the same confusion of mere hypothesis with true logical deduction, as more or less happens to almost every science, especially when in its infancy, and when struggling for general recognition. We conceive, indeed, that this has been the case with phrenology to a more than ordinary extent; and to this cause we mainly attribute the great backwardness shown in so many instances by scientific men to a fair and candid examination of its true merits. We propose in the present article, before referring to the work with whose title it is headed, to offer a few remarks upon the present state of phrenology as a science?as an accumulation of facts developing principles?upon some of the causes which, in our opinion, have retarded its progress as a branch of physiology?and upon the necessity of its being prosecuted more in the spirit of a true inductive philosophy than has hitherto been exhibited by many of its more enthusiastic and popular expounders, if it is to emerge from its present infantile condition, and to obtain the bold and defined outline of a well-matured science, commanding, not soliciting, the attention of those to whom its truths are of practical importance.
Notwithstanding the antiquity of the notion that the brain was, in some way or other, the constant associate of the intelligence; notwithstanding this notion received confirmation from the disquisitions of almost every philosopher of the ancient world, and illustration from the labours VOL. XIV Having long felt dissatisfied with much that we conceived to be unscientifically based in popular phrenology, we confess that it was with some feelings of interest and curiosity that we took up a work professing to teach the " principles of a new and scientifically-based cranioscopy"? the pretension with which the author, M. Carus, in his title-page, offers his system to the world. Before Dr. A. Combe, the substance of whose little memoir upon the subject was afterwards transferred to the pages of our own journal.
For hints respecting the various modes in which phrenology may be practically applied, other departments of human enquiry may very advantageously be consulted. The illustration of many'of its facts and principles will be greatly aided by an appeal to other sources of information, and more particularly to general physiology and other allied branches of science.
What has to be guarded against is the liability to mistake an elucidation of that which is already proved, for the just process of establishing some new conception ; a proceeding frequently adopted, especially amongst merely literary phrenologists.
Highly as we estimate the discovery of Gall, immense as we regard the advantages which may be ultimately derived from phrenology, we confess that we wish to see it less regarded, studied, and pursued as a separate science, and more as a branch of general physiology. We are aware that the physiology of the brain is so inseparably identified with metaphysics as necessarily to constitute, under all circumstances, a special department; still, however, a certain distinctness might be maintained between Von Siebold's History of Midwifery.
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